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You Ignited a Fire Within
A Story of Impact

Kathy
Ross

Where can you meet a billion people and
share your faith with 30 million on any
given day? It’s on YouTube. And because
of you, Reasons to Believe is there to
engage with countless inquirers around
the world and around the clock. Their
responses inspire us to keep on creating
and posting as much video content as
possible.
In addition to the 28:19 vodcast, we
also offer RTB scholars’ latest talks,
interviews, and debates—all this on the
Reasons to Believe YouTube channel.

You can take joy in the steady stream of
uplifting comments and stories, such as this
one from Timothy:
I carried around the weight of what
seemed to be irreconcilable differences
between science and theology. . . . it wasn’t
until about six months ago that I came
across Dr. Ross’s teachings on YouTube.
Since then, RTB’s material has transformed
my perspective on science-faith issues and
helped me not only in my personal walk
but also in my ability to reach others who
have struggled with similar issues. Your
ministry has been a great blessing on my
life and ignited a fire within me that had
previously gone dim.
Through this channel, you have also led a
young man in the UK to Christ, quieted the
secret doubts of a pastor’s wife, responded to
a skeptic’s challenges, and strengthened the
faith of countless others. The ripples extend
far beyond the visible horizon.

RESOURCE See what’s available on RTB’s
channel today, and be sure to catch—and
share—the latest episodes of 28:19! Visit
https://bit.ly/2JQ1Hz7.

Following Where God Leads
An RTB Scholar’s Personal Story

Reasons
Editors

With the release of our newest DVD,
Meet Jeff Zweerink, the Reasons
editors had the opportunity to sit
down with Jeff himself—giving us
further insight into his story and his
UCLA research that you won’t hear
about in the DVD.
Q: Jeff, what brought you and
your family from your home in the
Midwest to Southern California?
A: The short answer is God. As I looked
for a job after grad school, my wife and I
agreed we’d be willing to move anywhere—
except California. While searching, I heard
of an excellent opening at the University of
California, Riverside. I had an unexpected
sense that God might be leading me
there, yet I didn’t want to drag my family
somewhere they didn’t want to go. So, I
prayed, “If this really is where you’re leading
us, God, I’ll need you to convince my wife.”
That evening I told her, “I think I found

a job for us . . . at UC Riverside, near Los
Angeles.” She paused for a few moments,
then looked up and said, “Well, if that’s
where God is taking us, let’s go!” Now,
after two decades and three jobs, I consider
California “home.”
Q: How would you describe the
research you’re currently involved in
at UCLA?
A: I’m part of a project that’s looking to
discover what “dark matter” is. Scientists
have known of this mysterious, pervasive
substance for nearly 80 years. We can
measure its gravitational effects throughout
the universe, but we don’t yet know what it
is. Our best idea is that it’s a certain kind
of particle. The research I’m involved with
is looking for the particle that would be
produced when and if two of these proposed
dark matter particles were to run into each
other. To test for it, we’re building a balloon
experiment that will rise high into the
atmosphere, and if we detect even three or
four of these collision-produced particles
there, that would go a long way toward
revealing what dark matter is.

Q: Do you see a connection
between this research and the
Christian faith?
A: We know that dark matter pervades the
universe because the cosmic microwave
background radiation shows ripples
generated by dark matter. If dark matter
didn’t exist, neither would these ripples.
Given that these ripples are the foundation
from which galaxies, galaxy clusters, and
galaxy superclusters grow, I can say that if
dark matter didn’t exist, then galaxies, stars,
and planets wouldn’t exist. So, yes, in this
way, the research I’m doing does connect
with my faith.
Q: How do your colleagues respond
to the priorities you give to your
family and your ministry?
A: Some people appreciate my work in
showing how science and Christianity
work together. Some think Christianity and
science should be kept separate. I find that
as I do good work in building instruments,
analyzing data, and advancing the scientific
project I’m working on, I earn the right to
be heard on a wide range of topics, including
family and faith.

Continue advancing
science and faith
through your gift this
month. As our thankyou, you’ll receive
a copy of Meet Jeff
Zweerink. Visit
give.reasons.org
to make your
gift today!

Stewardship Corner
Establish or grow your legacy
through a strategic model
of philanthropic planning—
maximizing your personal benefits
and evangelistic reach to a
waiting world.

“

I can’t think of a more important
cause for my money! Aside from
monthly and yearly donations,
leaving money to RTB can be
significantly of more value.

”

–Colleen Wingenbach, longtime RTB supporter and volunteer

For more information, contact
Ministry Advancement Director
Gina Donnelly at (855) 732-7667 or
email stewardship@reasons.org.

If Neanderthals produced cave
art, would that undermine human
exceptionalism?

Do you have any advice to
encourage those experiencing
spiritual fatigue in their faith?

Many anthropologists consider artistic expression
a defining feature of modern humans. However,
based on attempts to date cave paintings, researchers
from the UK and Spain think Neanderthals were
responsible for the cave wall paintings.

Many of us have or will experience spiritual
weariness in our Christian lives when we feel adrift
without sensing a clear direction from the Lord. In
seasons of spiritual dryness, the following passage
reminds me of the importance of daily spiritual
practice, particularly when we feel fatigued in faith.

Still, there are concerns about the validity of the
dating method used in their research, which leaves
me feeling unconvinced that Neanderthals made
cave art, let alone had the capacity to do so.
As I discuss in my book Who Was Adam?,
comparisons of the genomes of Neanderthals and
modern humans reveal important differences in
a number of genes related to neural development,
suggesting that there are cognitive differences
between the two species.
When the full body of scientific evidence about
Neanderthal biology and behavior is carefully
weighed, it becomes clear that human beings
uniquely stand apart from all creatures. We are
exceptional.

“Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ
Jesus” (1 Thessalonians 5:16–18).
According to the apostle Paul, faith is uniquely
energized through God’s inspired Word. He writes:
“Consequently, faith comes from hearing the
message, and the message is heard through the word
about Christ” (Romans 10:17).
Hearing the message comes through participating
in church services and liturgy where God’s Word is
read and recited, devotionally reading Scripture, and
studying biblically derived Christian doctrine.
–Kenneth Samples

–Fazale Rana

RESOURCE

RESOURCE

To read more about research and dating methods for cave

To read more encouragement, see reasons.org/stoking-the-

wall paintings, see reasons.org/neanderthal-cave-paintings.

faith-flame.

Have a question?
Connect with us on
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